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Both Short-Term 
And Future Goals 




President Asks 
That Members 
Eschew Politics 

ByFranK^l Sorter * 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Johnson gave 
his new panel on riots a 
broad mandate yesterday to 
find not only short-term 
means to 'prevent and con- 
trol them but “long-term 
measures that will make 
them only a sordid page in 
our history.” 

The President also advised 
the 11-member National Ad 
visory Commission on Civil 
Disorders to shun politics, 
keep its search untrammeled 
by “conventional wisdom,” 
and work from a sense of ur- 
gency without forgetting “the 
danger that lies in hasty con- 
clusions.” 

To Hear All Voices 

Illinois Gov. Otto Koerner, 
Commission chairman, 
that hl^^lkrf a i^ Qnaliats " and 

h ave their say in the pan el’s 
de | liberatjj^ ?" , ""^^^^" l * <lfc 

Advised of criticisms that 
uch groups are unrepresent- 
d on the Commission, Kerner 
;old a White House news con- 
erence after the group’s 
nitial meeting: 

We hope to have 
seataUras^PR- the staff 
some ufljfiJbjP 
wfllTe heard. 

An executive order signed 



S?^Ml*all voices 



I yesterday by the President 
| gives the Commission until 
March 1 to submit an “inter- 
im” report. Its final report and 
recommendations are due a 
year from yesterday. 

The order also provides the 
Commission with an e&sci &KQ 
amtedjy 






There was no 

.lint yesterday of who he 
might be but Kerner said the 
panel expects his designation 
by the time of their next 
meeting, Tuesday. 

Guidelines Offered 

Mr. Johnson offered the 
Commission a welter of guide- 
lines in the form of questions 
such as: 

• “Why riots occur in some 
cities and not in others? 

• “Who took part in the 
riots? What about their age, 
their level of education, their 
job history, their origins and 
their roots in the commu- 
nity?” 

Meanwhile, the Government 
declared riot-torn sections of 
Detroit eligible for special 
assistance from the Small 
Business Administration. 

I This will provide easy term 
loans at 3 per cent interest 
for up to 30 years to home- 
owners and small business- 

See PANEL, A7, Col. 1 

Text of President’s state- 
ment to National Advisory 

Commission on Civil Dis - 
; orders. Page A8. 
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men who have suffered from 
the riots! ' ^ 

Cyrus R. Vance, former 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
and; Miv Johnson’s trouble 
shooter :in the Detroit crisis, 
also disclosed that the Ad- 
ministration has provided 
funds for demolition of dam- 
aged buildings that present a 
hazard, and that it is supply- 
ing ammunition to Michigan 
state police who need it. 

But Vance, who conferred 
with the President before fly- 
ing back to Detroit, would give 
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no indication whether the Ad- 
ministration will declare burn- 
ed and looted portions of the 
city a Federal disaster area 
and thereby eligible for mas-i 
sibe government aid. “We are 
approaching this on a step-by? 
step basis,” he said. 

The Government is reported 
as anxious to avoid appear- 
ances of “rewarding” the riots 
with offers of assistance. 

Takes Responsibility 

In response to questions; 
Vance took full responsibility 
for the decision not to send 



Federal troops into Detroit 
riot areas until late Monday 
night. Some Republicans have 
put full blame for the delay 
on Mr. Johnson. One GOP 
newsletter Friday accused the 
President of “unpardonable 
Vacillation, indecision and 
even indifference.” 

Early Monday evening, said 
Vance, he decided the dis- 
patch of Federal troops would 
be unwise despite the con- 
trary opinions of Gov. George 
Romney and Mayor Jerome P. 
Cavanagh. Vance said that vi- 
olent incidents ha ddeclined 
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one-third from the previous 
day,^ the numbers of National 
Guardsmen on hand had been 
trebled an dhis own fiel dtrip 
through the area resulted in 
nothing more eventful than 
a flat tire on an accompany- 
ing car. 

Later Upturn Noted 

“I thought it' (sending in 
troops) migh/t inflame the sit- 
uation rather than quiet it 
down,” said Vance. “In some 
situations, the overcommit- 
ment (of troops)- tends to pro- 
duce counter results.” 



Given Panel on Riots 



But by 9 p.m., Vance con- 
tinued, he noticed an upturn 
i nthe number of violent in- 
cidents an da half-hour later 
he made the decision to move 
three battalions from Sel- 
fridge Ai rForce Base to the 
Fair Grounds t obe nearer the 
trouble spots. 

At 11 p.m. he concluded 
State and. city authorities 
could no longer contain the 
situation, Vance said. He then 
telephoned Mr. Johnson ad- 
vising him to sign the procla- 
mation that sent the troops in. 

“In retrospect, if I had it to 



(5T _ 

do all over again, I would 
make the .same decision,' ” 
Vance explained. 

Asked about conspiracy, 
Vance told reporters that “at 
this point there is no evidence 
that would suggest an 
organized effort behind the 
riots”- 

He said talk of organized 
sniping was “probably exag- 
gerated.” He noted that re- 
ports of six separate sniping 
incidents turned out to have 
come from six witnesses who 
saw the same streetlight shot 
out!. 
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Mr. Johnson’s request that 
the new Commission seek long- 
range solutions to civil unrest 
came in the face of j earlier 
speculation that its mission 
would be confined to riot pre- 
vention and control. 

Kerner made clear that the 
Commission would take the 
President up on the broader 
mandate. He said the panel 
will meet again all day Tues- 
day and Wednesday and dur- 
ing that time hopes, among 
other things, to hear from 
such officials as OEO Director 
Sargent Shriver and HEW 
Secretary John W. Gardner on 
what their departments and 



agencies are doing to aid the 
disadvantaged. 

Vice Chairman of the Com- 
mission is Republican Mayor 
John Lindsay of New York 
City. Other members are 
Sens. Fred R. Harris (D-Okla.) 
asd Edward W. Brooke (R- 
Mass.), Reps. James C. Cor- 
man (D-Calif.) and William M. 
McCulloch (R-Ohio); I. W. 
Abel, president of the United 
Steelworkers of America; 
Charles B. Thornton, presi- 
dent of Litton Industries; Roy 
Wilkins, executive director of 
the NAACP; Kathrin Graham 
Peden, Kentucky Commission- 
er of Commerce; and Herbert 



